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PROCEEDINGS. 


Pursuant  to  public  notice,  a  convention  of  the  friends  of  education  assembled  at  Har¬ 
risburg,  on  Wednesday,  January  16,  1850. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  John  Kelly,  of  Pittsburg,  who  nominated 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  of  Lancaster,  as  chairman  of  the  temporary  organization, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cowperthwaite,  of  Philadelphia,  George  R.  M’Farlane,  of  Blair, 
and  Hamilton  Alrieks,  Esq.,  of  Dauphin,  were  appointed  secretaries. 

On  motion,  the  names  of  the  delegates  were  handed  in,  the  list  of  counties  called 
over,  and  additional  delegates  received  : 

LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 

Adams. — Daniel  M.  Smyser,  William  R.  Sadler,  (senatorial.) 

Allegheny. — L.  R.  Livingston,  John  Kelly,  George  Darsie,  Jonas  R.  M’Clintock, 
James  K.  Moorhead,  John  Graham. 

Armstrong. — Joseph  S.  France. 

Berks. — John  S.  Richards,  George  Zacharias,  Thomas  Penrose,  John  Germant, 
Ezekiel  Jones. 

Beaver. — John  Allison,  Thomas  Nicholson. 

Bucks. — William  T.  Rogers,  John  Davis,  William  Stevens,  Jesse  Gerhart. 
Bedford. — John  Cessna,  Alexander  King. 

Blair. — George  R.  M’Farlane. 

Butler. — D.  H.  B.  Brower. 

Bradford. — Gordon  F.  Mason. 

Cambria . — Obed  Edson. 

Carbon. — Robert  Klotz. 

Centre. — B.  Rush  Petriken,  Rev.  John  B.  Meek. 

Chester. — Daniel  R.  Brower,  Ezra  Gray,  Henry  S.  Evans. 

Cumberland. — Thomas  Craighead,  Rev.  James  A.  Devinney,  J.  J.  Hemphill,  Jas. 
Hamilton,  William  R.  Gorgas,  (senatorial.) 

Columbia. — Benjamin  P.  Fortner. 

Crawford. — J.  Stewart  Riddle,  J.  Porter  Brawley,  (senatorial.) 

Clinton. — Simon  Schuyler. 

Clearfield.  —Thomas  Hemphill. 

Clearfield  and  Indiana. — Thomas  C.  M’Dowell,  (senatorial.) 

Dauphin. — John  C.  Bucher,  (senatorial,)  C.  Seiler,  Hamilton  Alrieks. 

Delaware. — Charles  D.  Manly,  Thomas  W.  Maddock. 

Erie. — John  H.  Walker,  James  C.  Reid,  Leffert  Hart. 

Fayette. — James  P.  Downer,  Joseph  E.  Griffin. 

Franklin. — John  M’Lean,  William  Baker. 

Greene. — Lewis  Roberts. 

Huntingdon. — H.  K.  Neff. 

In  d  i ana. — William  Clark. 

Juniata. — John  M’Laughlin. 

JefFers^n.  Clarion  and  Venango. — John  S.  M’Calmont. 

Lebanon. — John  W.  Killinger,  Daniel  Stine,  (senatorial.) 
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Lancaster.  —Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  C.  L.  Hunsecker,  A.  S.  Green,  George  M. 
Sleinman,  A.  Scott  Ewing,  Andrew  Wade. 

Lehigh. — Rev.  C.  K.  Kessler,  (senatorial,)  Samuel  Marx. 

Lycoming  and  Clinton. — W.  F.  Packer,  (senatorial,)  William  Dunn,  William 
Brindle. 

Luzerne. — John  N.  Conyngham,  Andrew  Beaumont. 

Monroe. — John  D.  Morris. 

Mercer. — John  Hoge,  Morris  Leech,  David  Sankey,  (senatorial.) 

Mifflin. — James  L.  M’llvaine. 

Montgomery. — David  Evans,  William  T.  Morison,  William  Ilenry,  Joshua  Y. 
Jones,  (senatorial.) 

Northampton. — Michael  Meyers,  Washington  M’Cartney,  James  M.  Porter. 

Northumberland. — John  B.  Packer,  Charles  II.  Kay. 

Perry.— Mitchel  Steever. 

Philadelphia  city. — William  D.  Kelly,  Edward  C.  Biddle,  Joseph  Cowperlhwaite, 
Craig  Biddle,  William  Martin,  J.  B.  Sutherland,  Benjamin  Matthias. 

Philadelphia  county. — A.  E.  Wright,  William  .1.  Read,  Nathan  Nathans,  Thomas 
K.  Finletter,  John  Hill,  Edward  A.  Penniman,  Robert  F.  Christy,  Charles  Murphy, 
William  English,  G.  W.  Vaughan,  Henry  R.  Kinnear. 

Schuylkill. — John  Clayton,  Benjamin  Bannan,  Philip  Hoffa. 

Somerset. — Henry  Little. 

Sullivan. — Isaiah  Bartley. 

Susquehanna. — Sydney  B.  Wells,  Ezekiel  Mowry. 

Tioga. — Jeremiah  Black,  John  W.  Guernsey. 

Union. — Eli  Slifer. 

Westmoreland. — H.  D.  Foster,  J.  M.  Burrell,  John  Snodgrass. 

Westmoreland  and  Somerset. — John  C.  Knox. 

Washington .- — Jonathan  D.  Leet,  Thomas  Watson,  George  V.  Lawrence,  (sena¬ 
torial.) 

Warren. — G.  W.  Scofield. 

Wayne. — Thomas  C.  Grier. 

York. — Adam  Ebaugh,  Solomon  Oswald,  David  F.  Williams,  Philip  Smyser,  (sena¬ 
torial.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M’Cartney,  of  Northampton,  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee  of 
nine  persons  be  appointed  to  report  the  names  of  officers  for  the  permanent  organization 
of  the  convention  ;  when  the  chairman  appointed  Messrs.  M’Cartney,  Bucher,  Pen¬ 
rose,  Livingston,  Steinman,  Neff,  Pehiken  and  France. 

On  motion  of  E.  C.  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  a  business  committee  of  five  persons,  of  which  the  temporary  presi¬ 
dent  of  this  convention  shall  be  chairman,  be  appointed  by  the  chairman. 

The  committee  were  Messrs.  Burrowes,  Biddle,  Moorhead,  Bannan  and  Evans. 

On  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  officers  of  this  convention  consist  of  a  president,  one  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  each  senatorial  district  now  represented,  and  four  secretaries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter, 

Resolved ,  That  when  this  convention  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  this  afternoon  at 
three  o’clock. 

On  motion,  the  secretary  called  over  the  list  of  delegates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nathans, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Common  Schools,  and  request,  for  the  use  of  this  convention,  copies  of  his 
report  and  of  the  school  law,  as  amended  by  the  last  Legislature. 

The  committee  were  Messrs.  Nathans,  Porter  and  Sutherland. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  three  o’clock  by  the  chairman. 

The  committee  on  officers  reported  the  following  as  officers  for  the  permanent  organi¬ 
zation  of  this  convention  : 

President. 

Hon.  JAMES  M.  PORTER,  of  Northampton. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Hon.  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  of  Philadelphia  city. 

E.  A.  Penniman,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia  county. 

George  Zacharias,  Esq.,  of  Berks. 

Gen.  William  T.  Rogers,  of  Bucks. 

Henry  S.  Evans,  Esq.,  of  Chester. 

A.  Slay  maker  Green,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster. 

Hon.  George  Darsie,  of  Allegheny. 

Gen.  H.  D.  Foster,  of  Westmoreland. 

H.  K.  Neff*,  Esq.,  of  Huntingdon. 

William  R.  Gorgas,  Esq.  of  Cumberland. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  of  Dauphin. 

Hon.  Obed  Edson,  of  Cambria. 

B.  Rush  Petriken,  Esq.,  of  Centre. 

Hon.  John  N.  Conyngham,  of  Luzerne. 

Benjamin  Bannan,  Esq.,  of  Schuylkill. 

Rev.  C.  R.  Kessler,  of  Lehigh. 

Rev.  S.  Oswald,  of  York. 

Charles  D.  Manly,  Esq.,  of  Delaware. 

Secretaries. 

Hon.  George  R.  M’Farlane,  of  Blair. 

Hamilton  Alricks,  Esq.,  of  Dauphin. 

Gen.  James  K.  Moorhead,  of  Allegheny. 

Edward  C.  Biddle,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 

On  assuming  the  chair,  the  President  briefly  addressed  the  convention,  and  called  on 
Rev.  Mr.  Oswald  to  address  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  list  of  delegates  was  called  over,  and  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,,  That  where  no  delegates  are  present,  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from 
the  several  counties  be  requested  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  convention. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Richards,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  rules  that  govern  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania, 
be  adopted  as  the  rules  to  govern  the  deliberations  of  this  convention. 

The  committee  to  wait  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  reported,  that  that 
gentleman  would  attend  in  person  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  convention,  when, 
on  motion,  Hon.  Townsend  Haines,  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  addressed 
the  convention,  and  read  his  annual  report. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  W.  D.  Kelly,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved ,  That  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
Ex-Governors  now  in  Harrisburg,  and  present  and  former  superintendents  of  common 
schools,  be  invited  to  take  seats  in  this  convention  as  honorary  members. 

Mr.  Burrowes,  from  the  business  committee,  reported  as  follows : 
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The  committee  appointed  to  recommend  subjects  proper  for  the  action  of  this  con¬ 
vention,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  believe  that  a  full  and  free  discussion  of  the  following  subjects,  with  a 
decided  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the  convention  upon  them,  will  best  promote 
the  objects  of  its  meeting  ;  and  that  the  most  effectual  mode  of  bringing  each  of  these 
subjects  before  the  convention,  will  be  that  of  a  report  by  a  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose.  They  therefore  offer  the  annexed  resolutions  : 

1.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  nine,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  consider  and 
report  the  best  means  for  invigorating  the  general  superintendence  of  the  common 
school  system,  harmonizing  its  local  operations,  and  spreading  the  knowledge  of  its 
true  nature  and  benefits,  its  progress  and  necessities. 

2.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  to  the  convention  a 
plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  common  school  teachers  of  the  State. 

3.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  existing  common  school 
law  of  the  State,  and  report  the  amendments  which  it  requires  to  suit  it  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  system. 

4.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appointed  to  report  on  tire  formation  of  county  asso¬ 
ciations  of  teachers  and  the  friends  of  education. 

5.  T  hat  a  committee  of  one  member  be  appointed  by  the  chair  from  each  Congres¬ 
sional  district,  to  report  a  list  of  delegates  to  the  national  convention  of  the  friends  of 
public  education,  which  is  to  assemble  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  fourth  Wed¬ 
nesday  in  August,  1850. 

On  motion,  the  convention  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  and  consideration  of  the 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  C.  M’Dowell, 

Resolved, ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are  hereby  tendered  to  Hon.  Town¬ 
send  Haines,  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  for  his  prompt  response  to  the  re¬ 
quest  of  this  convention,  in  furnishing  the  required  information  contained  in  his  able 
and  eloquent  report,  and  for  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  it  was  communicated  to 
the  convention. 

On  motion,  the  subject  of  finance  was  referred  to  the  delegates  from  Dauphin  county. 

On  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  when  this  convention  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  this  evening  at 
seven  o’clock. 

Adjourned. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees,  under  the  resolutions  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  committee. 

First  Resolution. — T.  H.  Burrowes,  Joseph  Cowperlhwaite,  J.  K.  Moorhead,  W. 
M’Cartney,  B.  R.  Petriken,  C.  Seiler,  John  Knox,  J.  N.  Conyngham,  H.  K.  Neff. 

Second  Resolution. — E.  A.  Penniman,  A.  E.  Wright,  John  Kelly,  John  Cessna, 
C.  K.  Kessler,  S.  Oswald,  E.  Gray,  J.  Allison,  J.  Devinney. 

Third  Resolution .• — Henry  S.  Evans,  George  Darsie,  J.  S.  Richards,  J.  C.  Bucher, 
Thomas  Craighead,  W;  F.  Packer,  George  V.  Lawrence,  John  Davis,  C.  D.  Manly. 

Fourth  Resolution. — W.  English,  D.  R.  Brower,  J.  S.  France,  Thomas  Penrose, 
Thomas  Nicholson,  W.  Marlin,  B.  Barman,  G.  W.  Vaughan,  J.  J.  Hemphill. 
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Fifth  Resolution. 


J.  B.  Sutherland, 
R.  Simpson, 

T.  K.  Finletter, 

N.  Nathans, 

W.  T.  Morison, 

D.  R.  Brower, 

W.  T.  Rogers, 

M.  Meyers, 

Ham.  Alricks, 

A.  Beaumont, 
Charles  Stock  well, 


13.  J.  B.  Packer, 

14.  J.  B.  Meek, 

15.  Mitchel  Steever, 

16.  A.  Scott  Ewing, 

17.  George  Zacharias, 

18.  D.  M.  Smyser, 

19.  J.  D.  Leet, 

20.  John  H.  Walker, 

21.  J.  Porter  Brawley, 

22.  A.  S.  King, 

23.  Joseph  E.  Griffin, 

24.  J.  S.  M’Calmont. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12.  John  Clayton, 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Petriken,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Normal  schools  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Legislature  is  hereby  requested  to  alter  the  school  law  in  such 
manner  as  that  the  orphans  who  may  hereafter  be  honorably  discharged  from  the  Girard 
college,  shall  be  considered  qualified  as  teachers  for  the  common  schools  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr.  M’Farlane,  and,  after  discussion, 
adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  while  much  has  been  done,  and 
well  done,  towards  furnishing  the  present  and  future  children  of  the  State  the  means  of 
moral  and  intellectual  improvement,  there  still  exists  a  large  arrearage  due  to  those  who 
have  grown  up  in  ignorance  during  the  infancy  of  that  system,  which  now  demands  of 
society  prompt  liquidation,  or  threatens  fearful  retribution. 

Resolved ,  That  this  convention  regard  with  approbation  the  recent  establishment,  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  of  night  schools  for  male  youths  and  adults,  as  a 
means  of  discharging,  in  part,  this  obligation,  and  earnestly  recommend  the  extension 
of  the  system  to  the  cities,  towns  and  villages  of  our  Commonwealth. 

Resolved ,  That  we  would  regard  with  much  satisfaction  the  attachment  of  similar 
institutions  to  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  the  interior,  believing  that  it  would 
prove  alike  beneficial  to  the  employers  and  the  employed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richards,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Hon.  W.  D.  Kelly,  Joseph  Cow'perthwaite  and  E.  C.  Biddle,  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  report  to  this  convention,  such  facts  in  regard  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  night  schools  of  Philadelphia,  as  may  be  of  general  interest,  and  a 
knowledge  of  wrhich  may  be  of  advantage  to  the  directors  of  the  public  schools  and 
others. 

On  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  when  this  convention  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing  at  ten  o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  the  president  of  the  convention  was  instructed  to  ask 
for  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  sessions  of  this  con¬ 
vention  on  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening. 

Rev.  Mr.  Devinney  submitted  certain  resolutions  of  the  county  convention  of  Cum¬ 
berland  county,  suggesting  subjects  for  the  consideration  of  this  convention,  which  were 
referred  to  the  business  committee,  and  the  convention  adjourned. 
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MORNING  SESSION. 

Thursday  Morning,  January  17. 

In  the  absence  of  the  president,  on  motion  of  Gen.  W.  T.  Rogers,  Hon.  J.  B.  Suth¬ 
erland  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Devinney. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and,  with  some  modification,  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  committee  on  the  first  resolution  asked  time  until  the  afternoon  to  report. 

The  committee  on  the  third  resolution  reported  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  suggest  modifications  or  alterations  in  the  common  school 
law,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  have  unanimously  agreed  to 
the  following  recommendations  to  the  Legislature  : 

1.  That  the  first  section  of  the  school  law  shall  be  so  modified  as  that  each  town¬ 
ship,  borough  and  city  shall  be  one  school  district,  “with  such  number  of  directors  as 
may  be  provided  by  law.” 

2.  That  the  maximum  time  the  schools  may  be  kept  open,  fixed  in  section  twenty- 
second  of  the  school  law,  shall  be  changed  so  as  to  leave  it  discretionary  with  the 
school  directors. 

3.  There  shall  be  appointed,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  direct,  a  State 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  in  addition  to  the  duties 
now  discharged  by  the  Superintendent,  to  visit  every  county  in  the  Commonwealth  at 
least  once  in  each  year,  and  as  much  oftener  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  school  directors,  teachers,  or  friends  of  education,  and  presenting  his  views  in  such 
manner  as  shall  promote  the  efficient  and  homogeneous  operation  of  the  common  school 
system. 

4.  That  the  Superintendent  shall  be  authorized  and  required  to  conduct  and  cause  to 
be  printed,  a  common  school  journal,  for  the  use  of  teachers  and  others. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Knox  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report  until  the  reports 
of  the  other  committees  should  be  received. 

Pending  the  motion,  Mr.  Steever  moved  to  re- commit  the  report,  with  instructions 
to  report  as  follows  : 

x  Resolved ,  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  passage  of  a  law 
placing  the  superintendence  of  the  common  schools  in  an  independent  bureau,  created 
for  that  purpose,  and  authorize  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to  elect  its  incumbent. 

Resolved ,  That  this  convention  further  recommend,  that  provision  be  made  in  the 
said  law  for  the  election  of  a  county  superintendent,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  visit  all  the 
school  districts  in  such  county,  to  examine  teachers,  and  that  no  teacher  be  admitted 
who  shall  not  have  a  certificate  of  his  capacit}7  from  such  superintendent,  of  less  than 
five  years  standing. 

The  motion  to  re-commit  failed.  The  motion  to  postpone  failed  also  ;  when,  it  was 
resolved  to  consider  the  propositions  separately. 

The  first  proposition  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  John  Davis,  it  was  amended  by  inserting  “  with  such  number 
of  directors  as  may  be  provided  by  law.” 

The  second  resolution  being  under  consideration,  it  was,  on  motion,  with  the  third 
and  fourth,  postponed  for  the  present. 

The  president  reported  that  he  had,  in  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  asking  the 
use  of  the  llall  for  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  and  that  on  the  letter  being  read,  the 
request  of  the  convention  had  been  granted. 
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On  motion,  it  was 

Resolver /,  That  when  this  convention  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  a  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  three  o’clock. 

Mr.  Nathans  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislature  to  make  immediate  provision 
for  the  education  and  support  of  all  the  deaf  and  dumb  children  of  the  State,  and  estab¬ 
lish  a  Slate  institution  for  that  purpose. 

The  president  laid  before  the  the  convention  a  letter  from  J.  J.  Buchanan,  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  rerommending  to  their  attention  a  publication  called  “  The  Teacher’s  Guide  and 
Family  Monitor,”  with  three  numbers  of  the  work  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  M’Cart- 
ney,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  letter  and  publications,  with  all  similar  letters  and  publications, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  persons. 

The  committee  were  Messrs.  M’Cartney,  Livingston,  Petriken,  Bannan  and  Mad- 
dock. 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resolution  for  the  modification  of  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  sections  of  the  school  law  of  April,  1849,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  amendments  to  the  school  law. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Mr.  Penniman,  from  the  committee  to  report  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the 
teachers  in  the  common  schools,  reported  as  follows  : 

'The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  best  plan  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  teachers  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  taken  into  careful  consideration  the  subject  assigned  them  by  the 
convention,  and  offer  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  in  the  form  of  the  following  pre¬ 
amble  and  resolutions  : 

Whereas,  Experience  has  abundantly  shown  that  complete  success  can  be  attained 
in  no  art,  in  the  absence  of  systematic  preparation  : 

Whereas,  Every  profession  should  prescribe  its  forms,  regulations  and  terms  of  ap¬ 
prenticeship,  to  which  its  members  must  conform  if  they  wish  to  reach  an  elevated  and 
respectable  position  before  the.  community: 

Whereas ,  In  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  no  sufficient  general  institutions  have  been 
organized  and  set  in  operation,  by  which  that  large  class  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  business  of  instruction  can  fit  themselves  for  their  duties,  thus  leaving 
them  to  the  merest  accident  in  the  acquirement  of  suitable  qualifications  for  the  most 
important  responsibilities :  And  whereas.  Full  testimony  is  in  the  possession  of  this 
convention,  to  the  fact  that  great  dissatisfaction  justly  prevails  through  the  State  gen¬ 
erally,  with  respect  to  the  incompetency  of  common  school  teachers;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  establishment  of 
two  Slate  Normal  schools,  and  furnishing  them  with  competent  faculties,  whose  sole 
business  and  object  shall  be  the  training  of  the  students  in  the  “principles  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  teaching.” 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  people  the  organization  of  teachers’  associa¬ 
tions,  and  teachers’  institutes,  as  a  provisional  instrumentality,  and  most  earnestly 
suggest  their  establishment  in  each  county  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Burrowes,  from  the  committee  under  the  first  resolution,  made  the  following  re¬ 
port: 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  views  and  conclusions,  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  their  best  endeavois  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  convention : 
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Whoever  shall  closely  examine  the  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  will  find,  that  very  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  system,  say  about  the 
year  1839,  a  certain  decree  of  progress  had  been  effected  towards  its  perfection  ;  but 
that  since  that  period,  little,  if  any,  improvement  has  taken  place  in  its  most  essential 
particulars.  School  houses  have,  it  is  true,  been  erected  by  the  thousand,  and  teach¬ 
ers,  in  the  same  proportion,  employed;  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pupils  have  been 
brought  into  the  schools,  and  the  gross  expenditure  of  the  system  has  risen  to  ten  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  $  but  when  he  comes  to  the  true  tests  of  its  efficiency  and  utility — the 
pay  of  teachersj and  the  duration  of  teaching  in  each  year — he  finds  a  sad  falling  off. 
In  the  years  1838,  1839  and  1840,  teachers  seem  to  have  been  better  paid,  and  conse¬ 
quently  their  services  better  appreciated,  than  at  anytime  since;  and  in  1837  and  1838, 
the  duration  of  teaching  was  one-fifth  greater  than  in  1847  and  1848,  and  greater  than 
in  any  year  between  those  two  eras,  or  since. 

These  indications  are  unerring.  They  point  to  one  or  other  of  two  inevitable  results — 
either  that  a  system  which  thus  fails  in  accomplishing  its  great  object,  viz :  that  of 
giving  sufficient  instruction,  by  means  of  capable,  and,  therefore,  well  paid  teachers, 
must  go  down  ;  or  that  it  must  be  so  strengthened  as  to  effect  its  noble  purpose. 

The  committee  hope  and  believe  that  the  latter  will  be  effected.  They  think  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  our  common  school  system  shall  cease  to  be  known  as  a 
mere  system  of  taxation,  or  rather,  except  in  a  few  places,  as  an  experiment  to  test,  to 
its  uttermost,  the  extent  of  the  noble  confidence  of  our  Slate  in  the  practicability  of 
free,  equal  and  liberal  instruction. 

The  failure  of  the  system,  in  the  essential  particulars  referred  to,  is  not  by  any  means 
attributable  to  want  of  energy,  capacity  or  zeal  in  the  gentlemen  who  have  filled  the 
office  of  Superintendent,  since  the  period  just  named.  On  the  contrary,  it.  is  well 
known  that  they  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  station  with  great  ability,  and  all  the 
efficiency  that  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal  admitted.  Nor  is  it  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  culpable  remissness  on  the  part  of  directors  and  other  local  authorities.  Our 
system  of  district  organization  and  government  is  believed  to  be  among  the  very  best 
in  existence.  It  is  not,  however,  claimed  to  be  perfect;  but  its  chief  deficiency  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  consist  in  a  feature  which  is  beyond  the  power  of  any  thing  but  tune  to 
remove,  viz  :  want  of  experience,  and  knowledge  in  the  people  themselves  on  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

But  among  the  evils  of  the  system,  which  may  be  removed  by  wise  and  well-timed 
legislation,  the  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  next  to  the  want  of  a  full 
supply  of  competent  teachers,  is  that  of  an  efficient  head — a  sufficient  driving  power — 
in  the  system.  If  that  power  were  inherent  in  it,  and  formed  a  part  of  its  being,  every 
thing  else  desirable  and  proper  for  it  would  soon  be  acquired.  If  clothed  with  that  es¬ 
sential  power,  its  first  effort  would  naturally  be  to  improve  itself  in  the  matter  most 
necessary  and  indispensable  to  its  own  existence  and  perfection.  Hence  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  its  teachers  would  be  its  first  wrork. 

That  it  does  not  now  possess  this  power  will  be  obvious  from  a  comparison  of  the 
achievements  of  the  system  before  the  era  alluded  to,  with  those  effected  since.  At 
that  time  the  common  schools  of  the  Stale,  in  five  years,  had  sprung  from  nothing  to 
a  condition  which  held  out  the  fairest  promises  of  speedy  and  full  success.  Since  that 
time  little,  if  any  thing,  has  been  effected,  except,  as  before  remarked,  the  spread  of 
the  system  as  one  of  taxation,  or  at  least  of  mere  promise.  Up  to  that  time,  all  the 
legitimate  and  inherent  powers  of  the  system  had  been  tasked  and  strained  to  their 
fullest  extent,  and  had  produced  all  the  result,  in  the  way  of  improvement  and  success, 
that  was  possible.  Since  that  time,  improvement  and  real  success  have  not  increased, 
evidently  for  want  of  power,  in  the  machine  itself,  to  overcome  the  increasing  obsta¬ 
cles  in  its  path. 

This  manifest  want  of  vigor,  the  committee  believe,  exists  in  the  head,  not  in  the 
body  of  the  system,  and  is  to  be  overcome  by  supplying  energy  where  it  is  needed. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  who,  as  Superintendent,  is  the  head  of  the 
school  system,  has  many  other  grave  and  arduous  duties  to  perform,  requiring  all  his 
time  and  attention.  As  the  chief  executive  officer,  next  to  the  Governor,  in  the  gov- 
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ernment  of  two  million?  of  people,  this  must  obviously  be  the  case.  It  is  no  wonder, 
therefore,  that  the  bare  discharge  of  the  various  duties,  expressly  enjoined  upon  him 
by  law  as  Superintendent,  is  all  that  he  does  perform  ;  without  devoting  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  system  that  patient  research,  enthusiastic  advocacy,  and  that  constant 
course  of  reiterated  explanation  and  argument,  encouragement  and  appeal,  which  its 
needs  demand.  On  the  contrary,  the  wonder  is,  that  with  such  inadequate  means,  so 
much  has  been  done.  f 

Nor  would  the  powers  of  Superintendent,  as  at  present  restricted,  be  equal  to  the 
accomplishment  of  all  that  is  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  system,  even  if  that  offi¬ 
cer  were  wholly  relieved  from  the  performance  of  all  other  duties.  The  committee  do 
not.  however,  wish  to  be  understood  as  advocating  the  position  that  the  whole  execu¬ 
tive  powers  of  the  system,  local  as  well  as  central,  should  either  be  vested  in  the  head 
of  the  system,  or  be  exercised  by  others  subject  to  his  absolute  control.  They  believe 
that  such  a  centralization  of  influence,  or  any  approach  to  it,  would  destroy  ihe  system 
itself.  To  say  nothing  of  the  vast  power  of  an  engine  of  this  kind,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  one  of  the  most  plausible,  though  unfounded  objections  to  a  common 
school  system,  is  that  it  takes  out  of  the  hands  of  the  parent  a  portion  of  the  control 
over  the  education  of  his  own  child,  and  places  it  in  other  hands.  It  is  however  true, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  duty  of  society  to  prevent  crime,  and  provide  for  its  own  hap¬ 
piness  by  educating  to  a  certain  extent,  every  one  of  its  members,  is  becoming  under¬ 
stood  and  acknowledged,  this  objection  is  less  and  less  heard.  Parents  are  now 
generally  satisfied,  that  this  portion  of  their  authority,  which  was  in  fact  heretofore  as 
as  fully  possessed  by  the  teachers  selected  by  themselves,  as  it  is  now  by  the  local 
agents  of  the  common  school  system,  shall  so  continue  to  be  exercised,  so  long  as  the 
persons  are  known  to,  and  chosen  by  themselves,  and  constantly  within  their  reach  and 
influence.  But  remove  this  power  one  step  further — place  it  in  hands,  either  distant 
from  them,  unknown  to  them,  or  beyond  their  direct  personal  influence,  and  they  most 
probably  will  resume  this  authority  at  any  cost. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  local  administrative  powers  of  our  system  are  now  well 
placed  in  the  hands  of  directors,  the  committee  do  not  recommend  their  restriction;  but 
they  concur  with  the  present  Superintendent  in  the  opinion,  that  those  powers  would  be 
much  more  usefully  and  beneficially  exercised,  if  a  more  intimate  and  regular  commu¬ 
nication  existed  between  the  local  authorities  and  the  official  head  of  the  system — a 
communication  consisting,  on  the  one  side,  of  an  unreserved  statement  of  facts  and 
doubts,  of  difficulties  and  progress ;  on  the  other,  of  advice,  information  and  encour¬ 
agement. 

It  were  easy,  were  it  necessary,  to  multiply  particular  instances,  to  show  the  inade¬ 
quacy  of  the  means  now  provided  for  the  general  management  and  improvement  of  our 
public  schools.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  while  the  detection  and  punishment  of 
crime,  the  custody  of  the  money  of  the  State,  the  construction  of  her  canals  and  rail¬ 
ways,  and  even  the  care  of  her  wild  lands,  have  each  a  separate  and  expensive  depart¬ 
ment  in  the  government,  the  improvement  of  the  waste  mind  of  the  Commonwealth, 
is  superadded  as  a  mere  incident  to  an  office  already  sufficiently  charged  with  business; 
and  the  education  of  half  a  million  of  her  children  is  made  secondary  to  an  application 
for  pardon,  or  the  arrangement  of  interest  on  a  Slate  loan. 

This  should  not  be  ;  and  until  this  radical  defect  in  the  administration  of  the  system 
is  remedied,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expect  further  improvement. 

The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  but  unhesitatingly  urge  the  convention  to  ex¬ 
press  plainly  and  decidedly  the  opinion,  that  the  establishment  of  a  separate  depart¬ 
ment  of  education,  is  not  only  the  first  step  necessary  (or  the  improvement  of  the 
system,  but  that,  by  its  agency,  all  oilier  improvements  will  soon  he  effected  ;  while 
the  want  of  it,  much  longer  continued,  may  jeopard  the  whole  system. 

With  regard  to  the  best  means  of  harmonising  the  general  operations  of  the  system, 
and  spreading  information  of  its  nature  and  benefits,  its  progress  and  necessities,  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion.  An  intermediate  agency  between  the  great  body  of  directors, 
who  are  and  must  continue  to  be  the  depositories  of  the  real  power  of  the  system,  is 
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required  ;  an  agency,  not  of  control  and  dictation  over  them,  but  of  co  operation,  ad¬ 
vice  and  assistance  with  and  for  them. 

The  two  forms  of  this  agency,  both  of  which  ought,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  be 
put  into  activity,  are  the  same  which  are  used  to  accomplish  all  reforms  in  this  land  of 
free  opinion.  They  are  the  press  and  oral  communication  ;  in  other  words,  a  com¬ 
mon  school  journal,  and  county  superintendents^  the  one  a  means  of  cheaply,  speedily, 
and  simultaneously  carrying  information,  on  all  matters  of  a  general  nature  relating  to 
the  system,  to  every  mind  in  the  Commonwealth  ;  the  other,  of  meeting  on  the  spot 
all  local  difficulties,  harmonizing  minute  details,  and  exciting  that  degree  of  interest  and 
energy,  which  can  be  most  effectually  accomplished  by  personal  communication. 

The  committee  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  convention,  in  proving  the  power  of 
the  press  to  improve  and  to  reform.  Neither  will  they  argue  the  question  of  its  utility 
in  connection  with  the  management  of  our  school  system.  But  they  will  offer  some 
remarks  on  the  questions  of  its  safety ,  and  of  its  cost. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  periodical  paper,  published  by  the  department  of  educa¬ 
tion,  might  be  made  to  exercise  an  influence  on  questions  foreign  to  the  subject  of 
general  education,  and  from  which  the  holy  cause  of  free  and  general  instruction  has 
hitherto  been  kept  altogether  aloof.  Now  it  seems  to  the  committee,  that  this  very 
statement  of  the  objection  is  its  own  answer.  If  the  active  politicians  who  have, 
without  a  single  exception,  guided  the  system  from  its  first  establishment — -if  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  directors  in  every  part  of  the  State  who  wield  its  real  powers,  and  who  are, 
with  probably  fe  .v  exceptions,  politicians  more  or  less  active — if  the  people,  who  are 
periodically  and  often  warmly  excited  oh  political  questions — in  a  word,  if  all,  what¬ 
ever  be  their  feelings  on  other  subjects,  have  hitherto  kept  this  as  a  sacred  ground  upon 
which  all  have  united  for  the  common  good,  what  fear  is  there,  that  their  agent  in  the 
tnanagement  of  such  a  journal,  dare  to  do  openly  that  which  neither  they,  nor  any  of 
them  have  attempted  secretly  ?  And  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  newspaper,  spread 
before  the  whole  State,  is  a  different  affair  from  a  letter  guarded  by  a  seal,  and  intended 
for  particular  eyes. 

The  committee,  therefore,  think,  that  in  the  adoption  of  this  public  medium  of  com¬ 
munication  between  the  department  and  its  local  officers,  instead  of  a  new  risk  being 
incurred,  an  existing  one  will  be  escaped. 

To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  actual  want  of  space  would  exclude  every  such  sub¬ 
ject,  if  the  Superintendent  were  corrupt  enough,  and  the  people  tame  enough  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  it,  neither  of  which  is  at  all  supposable.  For  the  whole  columns  even  of  a 
large  weekly  sheet,  would  he  beneficially  filled  with  matter  connected  with  its  proper 
object. 

As  to  cost,  the  committee  believe  that  the  proposed  journal  can  be  so  established,  as 
to  defray  its  own  expense  from  the  beginning,  and  soon  to  become  a  source  of  income. 

There  are  now  over  1,300  school  districts  in  the  State,  exclusive  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia.  If  three  copies  of  the  proposed  journal  were  sent  to  each, 
say  one  to  the  president,,  one  to  the  secretary  and  one  to  the  treasurer,  for  each  of 
which  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  annum  were  to  be  charged,  and  deducted  from  the 
district's  share  of  State  appropriation,  here  would  be  an  income  of  $4,000  to  begin 
with.  This  sum,  thus  collected  without  loss  or  delay,  it  is  believed  would  more  than 
defray  the  cost. 

If  in  addition  to  this,  teachers  and  citizens  generally  were  permitted  to  subscribe  on 
reasonable  terms,  paying  in  advance  to  the  treasurer  of  their  proper  district,  a  large  ad¬ 
ditional  sum  would  be  brought  into  the  treasury.  And,  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that 
the  actual  cost  of  printing  decreases  in  proportion  with  the  increased  number  of  copies 
required,  till  finally  a  very  small  addition  to  the  actual  expense  of  paper  and  press- 
work  suffices,  it  must  be  obvious  that  such  a  journal,  if  patronized  as  it  is  hoped  it 
may  be,  would  defray  the  whole  expense  of  the  department  of  education. 

The  publication  of  such  a  journal  would  reduce  almost  to  nothing  the  item  of  post¬ 
age  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent.  With  scarcely  an  exception,  all  letters  could 
be  answered  through  its  columns.  This  too,  would  reduce  very  largely  the  postage  on 
letters  received,  for  a  published  reply  to  one  letter,  would  prevent  the  writing  of  hun- 
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dreds  of  others  on  the  same  subject.  Thus  also  would  the  time  of  directors  be  saved, 
and  in  many  instances,  meetings  on  questions  of  doubt  and  difficulty  be  avoided  ; 
whereby  more  would  be  saved  to  them  than  the  annual  price  of  the  journal. 

Its  publication  would  also  reduce,  in  the  same  proportion,  the  expense  of  printing 
in  the  department,  which  is  now  considerable.  Through  its  columns,  the  annual  re¬ 
port  of  the  Superintendent,  all  changes  of  the  school  law,  all  forms  for  reports  and 
other  official  documents,  would  properly  and  actually,  without  cost  to  the  Slate,  be  pub¬ 
lished. 

Neither,  therefore,  on  the  grounds  of  safety  or  cost,  have  the  committee  the  slightest 
hesitation.  They  accordingly  recommend  the  project  to  the  favorable  attention  of  the 
convention. 

It  may  be  added,  that  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  effect  a  part  of  the  object 
now  contemplated,  by  the  establishment  of  educational  journals  at  private  expense; 
and  it  is  believed  that  they  have  nearly  all  failed  to  effect  the  purpose.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  the  mode  now  recommended  is  probably  the  only  one  left  for  trial. 

If  established,  the  journal  can  be  made  a  useful  directory  or  record  for  teachers. 
The  names  of  all  common  school  teachers,  fotind  competent,  by  examination,  to  teach, 
together  with  their  grades  of  qualification  and  places  of  residence,  might  fill  a  column 
or  two  in  each  number,  and  thus  meet  the  wishes  of  the  districts  now  desiring  a  regis¬ 
ter  to  be  established  in  the  Superintendent’s  office,  for  that  purpose. 

In  fact,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  now  to  state  the  various  and  useful  purposes 
which  such  a  journal  could  be  made  to  promote. 

With  regard  to  the  office  of  county  superintendent,  the  committee  feel  some  hesita¬ 
tion  in  urging  its  creation  at  the  present  juncture,  as  a  general  feature  of  the  system, 
but  none  whatever  in  recommending  its  ultimate  establishment.  Some  portions  of  the 
State  anxiously  demand  if,  while,  in  other  parts,  it  is  feared  that  public  opinion  is  not 
prepared  to  sustain  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  probably,  it  would  be  a  safe  course 
to  permit  the  appointment  of  such  an  officer,  in  all  counties  in  which  a  majority  of  the 
directors  of  each  board  in  the  county  shall  sanction  the  measure.  The  salary,  pay¬ 
able  out  of  tire  proper  county  treasury,  might  probably  be  fixed  by  the  judges  of  the 
court,  the  county  commissioners  and  the  county  treasurer,  within  certain  limits,  to  be 
specified  in  the  law  on  the  subject. 

Beyond  all  doubt,  the  county  superintendent  should  be  chosen  by  the  directors,  and 
his  powers  should,  in  all  cases,  be  auxiliary  to  theirs.  On  this  subject,  however,  the 
committee  will  not  further  occupy  the  time  of  the  convention.  The  specification  and 
arrangement  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  officer,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature, 
is  a  task  which  their  wisdom,  and  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  the  counties,  will,  no 
doubt,  satisfactorily  accomplish. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  would  respectfully  but  earnestly  say  to  the  conven¬ 
tion,  and,  if  the  convention  sanction  their  views,  to  the  representatives  of  their  com¬ 
mon  constituents  in  the  Legislature,  give  to  your  common  schools  proper  school  houses; 
place  in  them  competent  and  virtuous  teachers  ;  govern  the  schools  by  means  of  well 
informed  and  capable  directors,  and,  that  you  may  give  all  this,  which  alone  consti¬ 
tutes  a  proper  system,  give  to  your  system  an  efficient  head  and  a  strong  right  hand. 
In  a  word,  give  it  a  department  of  its  own  and  a  press  of  its  own,  and  they  will 
create  the  rest. 

The  following  resolutions  are  proposed  for  adoption  by  the  convention : 

Resolved ,  .4s  the  sense  of  this  convention,  that  the  best  interests  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  both  present  and  future,  demand  the  establishment  of  a  separate  department  of 
education,  for  the  administration  and  care  of  our  important  system  of  public  education. 

Resolved ,  That  the  publication  of  a  common  school  journal,  by  the  department  of 
education,  will  be  the  cheapest,  most  readily  established,  and  effectual  agent  that  can 
be  placed  at  its  control,  and  is,  therefore,  recommended. 


14 


Resolved ,  That  to  effect  improvement  in  the  local  operations  of  the  system,  and  to 
produce  energy  and  harmony  of  action,  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  county  su¬ 
perintendent  is  recommended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  II.  Smith,  recommending  his  musical  primer,  was  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  publication. 

Adjourned, 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  convention  resumed  the  consideraiion  of  the  third  resolution,  recommending  the 
appointment  of  county  superintendents,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  English,  from  the  committee  on  the  fourth  resolution,  reported  as  follows  : 

Under  the  fourth  recommendation  of  the  business  committee,  the  committee  on  the 
formation  of  associations  of  teachers  and  other  friends  of  education,  report  the  follow¬ 
ing  recommendations  : 

1.  That  the  directors  and  teachers  of  the  several  school  districts  in  each  county,  be 
requested  to  meet  together  at  the  county  town,-  and  proceed  forthwith  to  form  them¬ 
selves  into  a  common  school  association. 

2.  That  such  associations  meet  quarterly,  and  have  the  power  to  elect  delegates  to 
represent  the  county  in  all  State  conventions,  called  for  promoting  the  cause  of  com¬ 
mon  school  education  $  and  also,  in  connection  with  other  counties,  to  elect  delegates 
to  all  national  conventions  convened  for  a  similar  purpose. 

3.  That  each  association,  so  formed,  take  measures  to  call  the  attention  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  necessity  of  improving  the  common  school  system,  and,  as  an  efficient  means 
to  that  end,  cause  lectures  to  be  delivered  at  least  once  in  each  month,  and  more  fre¬ 
quently,  if  possible,  on  such  subjects  as  may  be  deemed  appropriate  to  the  end  in 
view. 

4.  That  in  order  to  produce  uniformity  in  the  books  used  in  the  public  schools  of 
each  county,  the  associations,  when  convened  for  that  purpose,  shall  examine  and  com¬ 
pare  the  books  in  use,  and  recommend  such  only  as  may  thus  meet  approval. 

The  propositions  were  adopted  as  reported. 

Mr.  Petriken,  of  Centre,  submitted  a  resolution,  recommending  the  formation  of  libra¬ 
ries  in  the  several  school  districts,  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  amended  by  the 
substitution  of  the  following,  on  motion  of  Hon.  John  N.  Conyngham  : 

Resolved ,  That  in  view  of  the  great  benefits  resulting  from  the  establishment  of  libra¬ 
ries,  for  the  use  of  public  schools,  this  convention  recommends,  as  eminently  worthy 
the  attention  of  each  county  association,  the  propriety  of  attaching  a  library  of  suitable 
books  to  every  school  in  which  the  pupils  are  sufficiently  advanced  to  appreciate  its 
advantages. 

The  committee  on  publication  reported  as  follows 

The  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Bu¬ 
chanan,  of  Pittsburg,  relative  to  the  Pennsylvania  Teachers’  Magazine,  edited  by  him, 
and  devoted  to  education,  and  also  the  publication  of  Mr.  Alfred  E.  Wright,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  devoted  to  the  same  subject,  respectfully  report : 

That  every  enterprize  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  upon  the  subject  of  education, 
merits  the  attention  of  this  convention.  Publications,  similar  to  those  referred  to  your 
committee,  have  frequently  been  attempted  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  though 
some  of  them  have  been  conducted  with  signal  ability,  they  have  generally  been  ephe¬ 
meral.  Their  failure  has  resulted,  not  so  much  from  a  defect  of  ability  in  the  editorial 
bend,  as  from  want  of  interest  in  the  subjects  of  which  they  treat — the  editors  being 
subjected  to  that  most  difficult  of  all  labors,  which  requires  them  not  only  to  commu¬ 
te  ' 
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nicate  valuable  instruction,  but  also  to  create  a  taste  for  the  same.  If,  by  any  action 
of  this  convention,  such  labor  can  be  aided,  the  cause  of  education  is  entitled  to  that 
action. 

The  publications  above  received,  so  far  as  submitted  to  your  committee,  are  per¬ 
vaded  by  a  healthy  moial  spirit,  and  address  themselves  in  good  earnest  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  education  in  its  moral,  physical  and  literary  phases.  Your  committee,  therefore, 
submit,  the  following:  resolution: 

Resolved ,  That  this  convention  approve  of  every  attempt  to  establish  periodical 
journals,  for  the  diffusion  of  intelligence  upon  the  subject  of  education. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  present  any  resolution  relative  to  the 
several  school  books  referred  to  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  W.  D.  Kelly,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  from  Dauphin  county  be  appointed  a  committee,  with 
instructions  to  have  the  proceedings  of  this  convention  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and 
to  have  a  copy  handed  to  each  member  of  the  convention,  and  that  they  communicate 
a  copy  to  the  Governor,  Heads  of  Departments,  and  the  Speakers  of  each  branch  of 
the  Legislature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alricks, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  re¬ 
spectfully  tendered,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  convention,  in  allowing  it  the  use  of  the  Hall,  and  to  the  commissioners 
of  Dauphin  county,  for  the  use  of  the  court  house. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  modification  of  the  seventeenth  and  eigh* 
teenth  sections  of  the  school  laws,  reported  that  they  had  not  time  sufficient  to  mature 
the  subject,  and  referred  it  back  to  the  convention. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Sutherland  being  called  on,  addressed  the  convention  at  length  on  the 
subject  of  education,  and  the  Pennsylvania  system  of  common  schools,  in  a  luminous 
and  able  speech. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C,  R.  Kessler, 

Resolved ,  That  we  recommend  to  directors  the  introduction  of  the  study  of  physi¬ 
ology  into  the  more  advanced  schools,  as  a  branch  of  education  eminently  worthy 
attention. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Sutherland,  from  the  committee  to  report  delegates  to  the  national  con¬ 
vention,  reported  as  follows  : 

Senatorial  Delegates. 

Townsend  Haines,  |  Jesse  Miller, 

Representative  Delegates. 


1st  dist. — Wm.  J.  Reed,  Philadelphia. 
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Rev.  Alonzo  Potter,  do. 

John  F.  Smith,  do. 

Nathan  Nathans,  do. 

John  Jackson,  Delaware. 

James  M.  Long,  Bucks. 

Isaac  Pennypacker,  Chester. 

Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  Lancaster. 

John  S.  Richards,  Berks. 

Washington  M’Cartney,  Northampton. 
Rev.  Reuben  Nelson,  Luzerne. 

Henry  W.  Tracey,  Bradford. 

Wm.  F.  Packer,  Lycoming. 

Benjamin  Bannan,  Schuylkill. 
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15th  dist. 

— David  M’Conaughy,  Adams. 
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Wilson  Reiley,  Franklin. 

Rev.  John  Toner,  Centre. 

17 

u 

18 

i  6 

Dr.  John  Patrick,  Fayette. 

19 

a 

Joseph  H.  Kuhns,  Westmoreland. 

20 

a 

Rev.  P.  Milligen,  Washington. 

J.  K.  Moorhead,  Allegheny. 

21 

a 

22 

«t 

Gaylord  Church,  Crawford. 

23 

a 

James  C.  Reid,  Erie. 

24 

u 

John  C.  Knox,  Armstrong. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cowperthwaite,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  and  they  are  hereby  cordially  ten¬ 
dered  to  the  Hon.  James  M.  Porter,  for  the  ability,  dignity  and  impartiality  with  which 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  chair,  and  to  the  other  officers  of  the  convention 
for  their  valuable  services. 

The  president  returned  his  thanks  to  the  convention  for  the  honor  conferred  upon 
him,  in  an  eloquent  address,  and  on  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die . 


